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November 1, 2005

Testimony on SB 308
House Judiciary Committee

Good Morning Chairman Van Regenmorter and all House Judiciary
Committee members.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak briefly with you this morning.
My name is Elizabeth Carey and | am Executive Director of the Michigan
Federation for Children and Families. The Federation is a statewide
association of private, nonprofit, child and family serving agencies,
advocacy organizations and individuals interested in protecting children,
building families and strengthening communities. The Federation has
advocated for children and families since 1969.

I am here today on behalf of the membership of the Federation to
voice our support of SB 308. We have analyzed the current statutes and
agree that this amendment of the PA 33 of 1978 regarding dissemination,
exhibiting, or displaying of certain sexually explicit matter to minors is
necessary and important to protect children and allow our criminal justice
system to prosecute suspected offenders.

All too often in Michigan, and across the country, children are
abused and victimized by the very people who are responsible for the

safety and protection — their parents and guardians.



We support the efforts of Sen. Olshove and the bi-partisan support within
the Senate to pass SB 308 to address this serious and difficult issue to protect
children from exploitation and abuse.

One suggestion raised by a member of our association would be to update
the listing of licensed professionals under section 6(c) to include licensed social
workers, licensed nurses and licensed psychiatrists. This could also be
accomplished by citing “all licensed professionals” since their licenses have clear
guidelines and rules for conduct that would require them to act within the law and
within ethical codes of conduct when treating a client.

Again, the Michigan Federation for Children and Families supports the

passage of SB 308. Thank you for your time.

Elizabeth Carey
Executive Director




